
 

QACA is looking for youth volunteers for 
the association’s media, social event and 
youth teams. If you have good written and 
verbal communication skills as we as IT 
skills and are passionate about Afghan 
culture, this is a perfect opportunity for you 
to work with members of the management 
committee and be of use to your 
community. For more information about 
how to apply, please contact us at 
qldafghancommunity@gmail.com
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Quote of the Month:  
Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated ~ Confucius

Sunday, October 9th 
Dari School Open Day 

Dari Language classes 

Events coming up…

QACA President 
Dr Rashid Mohmood

Let me start 
by wishing 
you all good 
health and 
humour. 

The executive committee 
has turned plans into action 
with eid celebrations, 
establishment of QACA 
media, work on 
membership and 
organising contacts details 
of members. We have 
supported the Mashal-e-
Irfan school coordinators to 
re-establish the language 
community school, 
commencing on 9th 
October 2016.  
I congratulate everyone 
involved in this project - it 
is a true gift to our younger 
generation. Furthermore, I 
am excited to announce 
that the QACA 
management is organising 
the establishment of a 
cultural centre along with 
some plans for social 
activities in the near future. 
I feel a grave responsibility 
of what my job requires 
and at the same time a 
deep gratitude to our 
afghan community, may we 
move forward in friendship 
and unity. 

QACA has started FREE Dari language classes for our 
members! Please express your interest and contact us for more 
information: qldafghancommunity@gmail.com 

The school orientation day will be held this Sunday 9th October! 
Like us on Facebook to stay updated: @qldafghancommunity

October 2016

Issue 3

How to get membership… Want to be part of QACA?
In order to get membership, you must go 
to the QACA Facebook page and see the 
details posted.  
A $10 membership fee will get you 
discounts to future events, as well as 
membership for the rest of the year!  

Look at our Facebook page and stay 
updated for more details!

Mashal-e-Irfan Dari School Opening 
Ceremony. A big thank you to all attendees!
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Their destination was Islamabad, Pakistan where they lived until Yalda was three. With the rising conflicts 
in Pakistan, Yalda’s family reached out to friends in Kabul and after much trouble, finally in 1986, Hakim’s 
family was granted the visa needed to travel to their new life in Sydney, Australia.  

In 2011 Hakim went on to be Datelines news anchor. Later in December 2012 she was hired by BBC 
World News where she then moved to London, now fast earning a reputation in British media. 

She still recalls her first visit back to Afghanistan in 2008 where she was confronted by the poverty she saw 
and remarked how “the people were war-weary and tired”. Despite this, Yalda says that what she finds 
incredible in Afghanistan “is the huge pride people feel for other Afghans”.  

While Afghanistan is now a different country to the one Yalda’s parents had grown up in, Yalda says that 
after every visit she makes to her home country, she sees an improvement – whether it be one more piece 
of construction underway, or one less burqa – she sees progress – and most importantly, she sees hope.

Mazar-e-Sharif Mosque in Balkh (Northern Afghanistan). 

Yalda Hakim

All About Afghanistan!

QACA will be holding many events in the future so make sure you become members and like our Facebook page to 
stay updated! @qldafghancommunity

Afghan Role Model… 

Why we love Afghanistan… 

Yalda Hakim is a familiar face to millions here in Australia and abroad. She was born in 
1983 in Afghanistan and is currently working as a television presenter, broadcast 
journalist and correspondent for BBC World News.  

Yalda’s family migrated from Afghanistan to Pakistan when the soviet-afghan war began 
in 1979. The family walked for 10 days after sundown, with the guidance of armed 
people smugglers, to evade being captured. Yalda says that her’s is not an uncommon 
story as “millions of Afghans have taken that same journey.”

Afghanistan is a mountainous, land-locked country 
with rich cultural heritage and historical legacies. It 
is home to over 30 million people who are still 
recovering from the three decades of war. However 
despite the war, there are hidden treasures that 
can be seen within the culture, environment, 
climate conditions and also historical landmarks and 
monuments. One notable example is the city of 
Balkh - one of the oldest cities in the region, 
founded in 2000-1500 BC and the ancient centre of 
Zoroastrianism, Buddhism and Islam. Located within 
the Balkh province, is famous capital city Mazar -e- 
Sharif (translates to tomb of the saint). This name 
derives from the discovery of the tomb of Hazrat 
Ali, son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad, in the 12th 
century. A beautiful blue tiled mosque marks the 
tombs’ location and is highly respected by all within 
the area. Another old city of Afghanistan is Herat, 
with a long history dating back from 1221 AD.

Profile by Taj Amini

The city of Herat was destroyed twice by the 
Mongols, in 1221 A.D. and 1383 A.D., but was 
reconstructed in the 15th century. Alexander the 
Great occupied Herat in 330 B.C., bringing 
Greek influences to the city such as the famous 
Silk Road. The city of Herat contains a 
spectacular collection of medieval Islamic 
buildings. Located along the Silk Road, Herat 
participated in the cultural history of the region 
for many centuries and each period has left its 
mark on the architecture of the city.


