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QACA Presidential Address 

Thank you for reading the spring edition of the
QACA Newsletter! Spring is a very beautiful season
in Afghanistan with a plethora of fruits, flora and
fauna blossoming in the country, demonstrating the
array of beauty that the country holds. Undeniably,
Afghanistan has undergone, and continues to
undergo, political and social challenges. The
country is often synonymous with war; however, it
is important not to be tainted by such events.
There is beauty with the environment, landscapes,
and the actions of everyday people. Beauty lies
within every corner, and I hope in this newsletter
you will see a little piece of that. 

Dear fellow Afghans, the QACA management

team is motivated and committed to helping the

people of the community. We do not need a

reason to be good to others, rather it is our

responsibility to collectively support the

community and create a good future for the

younger generation. One way to do this is

through our ongoing project of building an

Afghan community house. We are working

harder then ever to accumulate donations to

build the cultural centre. The center represents

the great aspects of our culture for the wider

community. At the same time, benefits our

community through providing a variety of

services - for example language training,

meeting and meditational spaces). To deliver

this aim, we call upon the members of the

community, who have a similar desire, to give

their contribution by the end of this financial

year ending 30th June 2018. So far, we have

received a pledge of $55 000 yearly for the next

5 years. Alongside this project, we have very

exciting events coming up namely our Eid al-fitr

celebration (23.6.18) and for those who are

interested the Annual General Meeting

(1.07.18). A quote by Mahatma Ghandi:   Be the

change that you wish to see in the world.        

Dr Rashid Mohmood



Spring in Afghanistan 
A poem by Reza Mohammadi
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http://www.poetrytranslation.org/poems/spring/original


A poem by Reza Mohammadi, 
translated by Moheb Mudessir.

Spring 
 

Spring came and put on your shoes 
Spring came and took you on a journey 

Spring came when you were sleeping 
and made her bed by your side 

 
While you slept 

she infused you with her spirit 
and dyed you with fresh blood 

 
Spring gave you a new name 

and bought your freedom 
 

Clouds blessed your home 
and called your name 

 
Stars burn shisha in your room 

Your mood, your breath, your heart 
take flight like a bird 

 
The wind sweeps through your bedroom 

You dress yourself with the morning breeze 
 

Now you and spring are one 
Spring gave you a new name 

So love came and put on your shoes.
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Ramadan Mubarak! 

1. Keep hydrated - drink several times

during the night, even if you are not

thirsty. Aim to simply drink water, rather

than caffeinated drinks.  

2. Variety is the spice of life - Add whole

grains, vegetables, fruits, and lean protein

to your evening meals. The body needs as

many nutrients after fasting during the

day. 

3. Keep moving - Strenuous exercise will

make you dehydrated; however, short

easy walks or a few stretches can go a

long way to keeping you fit this Ramadan. 

  

4. Celebrate! This is the most joyous

month of the year, so enjoy eating with

others, practice goodwill, and be patient

with your body and with others.

Some tips to help you this Ramadan

These suggestions are from Sonya Islam, a dietician and practicing muslim. For more information,
visit: https://health.cornell.edu/about/news/ramadan-fasting  
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QACA Updates and Announcements

Having the skill of

speaking another

language has never been

more important.

Languages allow you to

connect with people,

understand the

underlying cultural

values, and at the same

time helps in business and

career prospects as

well. The students of the

Mashal-e Irfan Dari

School, with the help and

guidance from their

teachers, are developing

this skill. Girls and boys of

all ages enjoy writing,

reading and speaking in

Dari.        

Afghan Language School

Over the past year, QACA

has organised fundraising

events within various areas

of Brisbane. The result of

these events, has seen a

total of $55 000 being

pledged yearly, for the next

5 years. This is a  

remarkable achievement,

and goes to show the

dedication of the Afghan

people to preserve and

support the community of

Queensland. For the
members who have pledged,
the closing date for their
contributions is the end of
this financial year. We thank

everyone for their support.      

The Afghan
Community Hall
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The school has long been

aiming to establish

Pashto classes, and now

with the availability of

teachers and resources, it

has been achieved. Along

with this, in the spirit of  

Ramadan, the teachers

have organised a

gathering for the

completion of the Quran

(khatem) for the 9th of

June 2018. Parents of the

school are all invited.      

Above: Teachers and some of the students in the Afghan Dari School.

Pashto  
classes have now

started!
Register your children to start learning.
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EVENTS COMING UP

23RD JUNE 2018

EID-AL

FITR 
TBA

EID-AL

ADHA

The details for the

Eid-al Adha

celebration will be

announced soon. 

1ST JULY 2018

AGM

QACA is having its

annual general meeting.

For those interested in

applying see facebook

page for more details.

Look on facebook for

announcements, and

updates, to the lead-

up of this event!

@qldafghancommunity



Celebrating 
Afghan Women
Women's Day is a day to celebrate the

mothers, the caregivers, and the

supporters. It is also a day to acknowledge

the long history of womens' struggle for

rights and equality — the change makers.

Afghanistan has a long history of women

challenging and speaking out on

controversial issues.    

             This celebration acknowledged

those brave Afghan women. This event

aimed to recognise their remarkable

achievements and contributions to the

community. May there be more trouble-

making, ground-breaking, trailblazing

women in Afghanistan and around the

world.

P H O T O S  B Y  Z A H R A H  K H A N
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Afghan children each holding an Afghan flag.

Mrs Shohab hands flowers to Mrs Naseri.



The start of the new year is marked

by the start of spring. Just as new

flowers bloom and fill empty trees

with colour, so do the people of

Afghanistan celebrate this new year

with colour, and celebration. Nawroz

is celebrated widely in Afghanistan,

from the preparation of Haft Mewa
to the festivals of Gul -e Surkh (Red

Flower Festival) New Year’s Day is a

time of rejoice, and happiness. In

Queensland the New Year’s Day

celebration saw over 300 people

gathering, and sharing a meal with

friends and family. A combination of

live music, great food, and great

company made the night a highlight.

The live entertainment in particular

— featuring Dari, Pashto, Hazaragi,

and Urdu music — was a big hit. May

this year, and future years, see peace

and prosperity within Afghanistan.     
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NAWROZ 
CELEBRATION

Images provided by Tahmineh 



AFGHAN

EMBASSY

CONSULAR

SERVICES
Representatives from the Afghan Embassy, in Canberra, came to
Brisbane early this year and provided consular services for members of
the Afghan Community in Brisbane. QACA is pleased to announce their
return to Brisbane, in which they will provide regular consular services. 

If you require assistance from the embassy in relation
to tazkira or other matters, contact us and book an
appointment:  
qldafghancommunity@gmail.com



PEACE
CARAVAN

S t o r y  b y  A r y a n a  M o h m o o d  
P h o t o g r a p h s  f r o m  B a s h i r  A h m a d  G w a k h   

They are known as the ‘Peace Caravan’; a group

of seven brave youth, from the southern

Helmand province, taking a walk against

ongoing war, and terror in Afghanistan. The

protester’s journeys began in Helmand, and

members now make their way towards Kabul,

by foot. This protest was sparked after a suicide

attack in the Helmand stadium, killing 16

innocent people.  The group want to catch the

Afghan government’s attention, and call for a

ceasefire and peace negotiations amongst

armed groups. One of the members of the

caravan group stated: "Our demand from the

government, US troops and armed opposition is

a ceasefire to lead them to the peace

negotiations. If our demand are not met, we will 

A brave group of Afghan youth walk

for peace, and harmony for

Afghanistan. 
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Our demand ... is a
ceasefire to lead to peace

negotiations. If our
demands are not met, we

will continue our protest."

...continue our protest.”  The

walking tour has gained much

public attention, as the group

pass various villages and towns.

Their encounters have been

both bitter, and sweet.  In one

instance receiving warm

welcomes from people, but in

another instance being

attacked and targeted by

gunfire. “People’s welcome was

interesting. They brought

bread and buttermilk. When

we entered a village and

lightened the lamps, we were

targeted by gunshots that

made us go ahead cautiously,”

said Kyber Eqbal, a member of

caravan. Other than the

targeted attacks however, the

group has the support of the

Afghan people. Reason being,

this is the wishes of many other

Afghans. This group represents

the thousands of people who

desire peace within their    

  

  

 homeland. As they make their

way North, they continue to

gain supporters and followers

along the way. The number of

people in the protest initially

started with seven people, but

has now grown to 25 members.

This number will get bigger

however, as people from the   

 eastern province of Nangahar

also said they would join in

solidarity. “We are eight people

and we want to join the caravan

along the Kabul-Nangarhar

highway to prove our solidarity

with our brothers from

Helmand,” said Rahmatullah

Zeyarmal, from Nangarhar.  

Currently, the group has

reached the Ghazni province

after passing Kandahar and

Zabul.      

  

Below: The members of the Peace Caravan arrives in Ghazni’s Gelan district to locals’ warm welcome.  

Above: Members of the Peace Caravan holding signs, which in Dari and

Pashto translate to: 'We want peace'.


